
UNIT-1 

THE LOTUS by Toru Dutt 

SUMMARY 

About the Poet:  

Toru Dutt (1856–1877) was a pioneering Indian poet and novelist who wrote in English and French. Born 

in Bengal, she was educated in both languages and is celebrated for her exploration of Indian themes 

through a Western lens. Dutt's works reflect her deep connection to Indian culture, mythology, and her 

personal experiences. Her poetry often captures the beauty of nature and the complexities of life, with 

notable collections including A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields and Ancient Ballads and Legends of 

Hindustan. Tragically, her life was cut short at the age of 21, but her literary contributions continue to 

resonate. 

About the Poem: 

 "The Lotus" is one of Toru Dutt's most cherished poems, written during the late 19th century. The poem 

reflects the themes of beauty, nature, and spirituality, using the lotus as a central symbol. The lotus flower 

holds significant cultural and religious importance in India, often representing purity, beauty, and spiritual 

awakening. Through her vivid imagery and lyrical style, Dutt celebrates the lotus while subtly exploring 

deeper existential themes. 

Stanza-wise Summary: The poem unfolds through a series of reflections on the lotus, inviting readers to 

appreciate its beauty and the lessons it embodies. 

Stanza 1: The opening stanza introduces the lotus blooming in a serene pond. Dutt describes its 

enchanting beauty, emphasizing how it stands tall and proud amidst murky waters. This juxtaposition 

highlights the lotus as a symbol of purity rising above impurities, suggesting an uplifting message of hope 

and resilience. 

Stanza 2: In the second stanza, the poet elaborates on the lotus's physical characteristics, using rich 

imagery to evoke its colors and delicate form. She notes how the flower captivates the viewer with its 

charm, drawing attention to its petals that seem to reflect the essence of beauty itself. This celebration of 

the lotus suggests a deeper connection to the divine. 

Stanza 3: The third stanza delves into the spiritual significance of the lotus. Dutt connects the flower to 

themes of enlightenment and divine grace, portraying it as a vehicle of the gods. The poet suggests that 

the lotus embodies a higher spiritual state, reinforcing its status as a sacred symbol in Hinduism. 

Stanza 4: In this stanza, Dutt reflects on the fleeting nature of life and beauty. She acknowledges the 

transience of the lotus’s bloom, suggesting that while beauty is ephemeral, it also holds profound lessons. 

The ephemeral nature of the lotus encourages readers to appreciate beauty in the moment, reminding them 

of the cycle of life and death. 

Stanza 5: The final stanza draws a conclusion that blends the themes of beauty, spirituality, and mortality. 

Dutt emphasizes that the lotus serves as a reminder to aspire for purity and enlightenment, urging readers 

to seek inner beauty despite the chaos of the world. This poignant message resonates with the 

philosophical undertones of the poem. 

Overall Summary: "The Lotus" is a meditation on beauty, spirituality, and the transitory nature of life. 

Dutt’s vivid imagery brings the lotus to life, showcasing its ability to thrive in challenging conditions. The 

poem not only celebrates the physical beauty of the flower but also delves into its symbolic significance, 

representing purity and enlightenment. Through her reflections, Dutt encourages a deeper appreciation for 

the beauty around us, urging readers to aspire toward spiritual growth and inner purity. 

Structure: The poem consists of several stanzas, each contributing to a layered understanding of the 

lotus. The rhyme scheme enhances the lyrical quality, creating a musical rhythm that complements the 

theme of beauty. 

 



Answer the following questions in one line. 

 

1. Why did Cupid, the god of love, come to Flora? 

A. Cupid came to Flora to seek a flower that would be worthy of being crowned as the queen of flowers. 

2. Which flowers were competing for the 'high honour'? 

A. The flowers competing for the 'high honour' were the rose, the lily, and the lotus. 

3. What was the cause of the quarrel between the lily and the rose? 

A. The quarrel between the lily and the rose arose from their rivalry over which flower was more 

beautiful and deserving of Love's attention. 

4. What were the claims of the bards for each of the flowers? 

A. The bards claimed that the rose represented beauty and passion, while the lily symbolized purity and 

elegance. 

5. What, according to the bards, was lacking in the rose? 

A. According to the bards, the rose lacked purity, as it was associated with fleeting beauty and transience. 

6. How was the lily praised by its defenders? 

A. The lily was praised for its purity, simplicity, and ethereal beauty, making it a symbol of innocence. 

7. What qualities did Love desire in the flower? 

A. Love desired a flower that embodied both beauty and purity, capable of representing love's true 

essence. 

8. What colour did Love choose first and what colour did he finally ask for? 

A. Love first chose a red flower (the rose) for its beauty, but ultimately asked for the pure white of the 

lotus. 

9. Who is declared the 'undisputed queen' and why? 

A. The lotus is declared the 'undisputed queen' because it embodies the qualities of both beauty and purity 

that Love desired. 

10. How is the lotus described in the poem? 

A. The lotus is described as a beautiful flower that blooms in serene waters, symbolizing purity, grace, 

and transcendence amidst the challenges of life. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 50 to 75 words. 

 

1. Write a note on the appearance of the lily and the rose. 

A. Appearance of the Lily and the Rose: In "The Lotus," the lily is depicted as elegant and graceful, 

embodying purity with its white petals and delicate structure. In contrast, the rose is vibrant and lush, 

characterized by its rich red color and intoxicating fragrance, symbolizing beauty and passion. Both 

flowers are presented with vivid imagery, highlighting their unique visual qualities and inherent allure. 

 

2. What do the rose and the lily symbolise? 

A. Symbolism of the Rose and the Lily: The rose symbolizes beauty, love, and passion, often associated 

with desire and romantic feelings. Conversely, the lily represents purity, innocence, and virtue, reflecting 

a more serene and tranquil aspect of nature. Together, they embody the duality of beauty—both physical 

allure and spiritual grace. 

 

3. Why does Toru Dutt focus on the lotus in the poem? 

A. Focus on the Lotus: Toru Dutt focuses on the lotus in the poem to symbolize spiritual enlightenment 

and rebirth. Unlike the rose and the lily, the lotus grows in muddy waters, representing resilience and the 



ability to rise above worldly challenges. This emphasis on the lotus highlights themes of purity achieved 

through adversity and the quest for higher ideals. 

 

4. Who is Juno? Why is the lily compared to Juno in 'The Lotus'? 

A. Juno and the Lily Comparison: Juno, the Roman goddess of marriage and queen of the gods, embodies 

grace and beauty. The lily is compared to Juno in "The Lotus" to emphasize its divine qualities and its 

association with purity. This comparison elevates the lily’s status, portraying it as a symbol of high virtue 

and aesthetic perfection, akin to Juno’s exalted nature. 

 

5. How did Flora solve the problem of Cupid? 

A. Flora's Solution to Cupid's Problem: In the poem, Flora, the Roman goddess of flowers, resolves 

Cupid's dilemma by creating a beautiful flower, the lotus, to help him regain his lost powers. She suggests 

that the lotus's unique beauty will capture hearts and evoke love, thereby aiding Cupid in his quest to 

reignite passion and affection among mortals. 

 

 

Answer the following questions in about 200 words. 

 

1. Examine the symbolic representation of flowers in 'The Lotus. 

A. Symbolic Representation of Flowers in 'The Lotus': In "The Lotus," flowers are rich in symbolic 

meaning. The rose represents beauty and passionate love, embodying sensuality and desire with its 

vibrant red color. It is a flower of worldly attraction and charm, but also suggests the fleeting nature of 

such beauty. In contrast, the lily symbolizes purity, innocence, and spiritual elevation. Its white petals 

evoke a sense of calm and virtue, representing the higher, more transcendent aspects of love and 

existence. The lotus, however, stands out as a powerful symbol of resilience and enlightenment. Emerging 

from muddy waters, it signifies the ability to rise above difficulties and achieve spiritual growth. 

Together, these flowers illustrate the complexities of love and beauty—where the rose and lily represent 

different facets of human emotion, the lotus embodies a synthesis of these qualities, suggesting that true 

beauty and love can flourish even in challenging circumstances. 

 

2. What is the central idea of the poem 'The Lotus'? 

A. Central Idea of the Poem 'The Lotus': The central idea of "The Lotus" revolves around the themes of 

love, beauty, and spiritual transcendence. Dutt contrasts the physical allure of the rose and the lily with 

the deeper significance of the lotus, which symbolizes the potential for growth and purity despite 

adversity. The poem explores how true beauty is not merely external but encompasses resilience and 

moral integrity. Dutt emphasizes that while worldly love can be enchanting, the highest form of love is 

one that transcends the material and embraces the spiritual. Thus, the lotus serves as a reminder of the 

importance of inner strength and purity in the pursuit of love and beauty. 

 

3. Do you agree with Flora's decision in the quarrel between the rose and the lily? Explain. 

A. Flora's Decision in the Quarrel between the Rose and the Lily: I agree with Flora's decision in the 

quarrel between the rose and the lily, as it reflects a deeper understanding of harmony in nature. Flora’s 

choice to create the lotus as a resolution signifies the blending of both beauty and purity, acknowledging 

that both the rose and the lily have valuable qualities. By giving birth to the lotus, she promotes the idea 

that love should not be limited to either sensuality or purity alone, but can encompass both. This decision 

also highlights the notion that true beauty transcends superficial characteristics and emerges from 

overcoming challenges, as seen in the lotus’s journey from mud to bloom. Flora’s solution suggests that 



the qualities represented by the rose and the lily can coexist and complement each other, leading to a more 

profound and holistic appreciation of love and beauty. This synthesis not only resolves their conflict but 

also underscores the importance of balance in understanding human emotions and experiences. 

 

POST-READING ACTIVITIES 

 

1. Read the English poet William Cowper's 'The Lily and the Rose' (1782). Compare and contrast it 

with Toru Dutt's 'The Lotus'. 

A. William Cowper's "The Lily and the Rose" and Toru Dutt's "The Lotus" both explore themes of beauty, 

love, and nature through the symbolic representation of flowers. Cowper’s poem contrasts the lily and the 

rose to depict different facets of femininity: the lily symbolizes purity and innocence, while the rose 

embodies passion and beauty. The interplay between the two highlights a harmonious balance in their 

attributes, suggesting that both qualities are essential and complementary. 

In contrast, Dutt’s "The Lotus" expands the symbolic representation to include the lotus, which emerges 

from murky waters. The lotus signifies spiritual enlightenment, resilience, and the potential for growth 

despite adversity, distinguishing it from the more static beauty of the lily and rose. While Cowper 

celebrates the duality of beauty, Dutt elevates the concept to encompass moral and spiritual dimensions, 

illustrating that true beauty transcends physical appearances and is achieved through overcoming 

challenges. Both poems emphasize the beauty of flowers, but Dutt's portrayal of the lotus offers a more 

profound commentary on the nature of love and existence. 

 

2. What is the cultural symbolism of the lotus in Indian society? 

A. In Indian society, the lotus is a deeply revered symbol with rich cultural and spiritual significance. It 

represents purity, enlightenment, and spiritual awakening, as it rises unstained from muddy waters. The 

lotus is associated with various deities in Hinduism, including Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth and 

prosperity, and Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge and wisdom. It symbolizes the ideal of achieving 

spiritual goals despite worldly challenges and embodies the concept of dharma, or righteous living. The 

lotus also signifies beauty, grace, and the potential for transformation, making it a potent emblem of hope 

and renewal in Indian culture. Its presence in art, literature, and religious practices underscores its status 

as a powerful symbol of purity and divine connection. 

 

3. 'The beautiful lotus blooms amidst muddy waters and the lotus leaf remains untouched by water. 

Discuss the symbolism here. 

A. The phrase "the beautiful lotus blooms amidst muddy waters" and "the lotus leaf remains untouched by 

water" encapsulates significant symbolism. The lotus's ability to thrive in murky conditions symbolizes 

resilience and purity; it represents the idea that true beauty and spiritual growth can emerge from 

challenging and adverse circumstances. This reflects the human experience of overcoming obstacles and 

rising above life's difficulties. 

Conversely, the lotus leaf's ability to remain untouched by water symbolizes detachment and 

transcendence. It signifies a state of being where one can navigate the challenges of life without being 

negatively affected by them. This dual symbolism highlights the importance of maintaining one's purity 

and inner strength in the face of adversity, suggesting that true spiritual attainment involves both 

resilience in overcoming struggles and the wisdom to remain unaffected by negativity. 

  

4. Form groups and discuss the use, significance and symbolism of different flowers in different 

Indian and world cultures. 

A. Indian Culture: 



Lotus: Symbol of purity, spiritual awakening, and divine beauty. Widely used in religious ceremonies and 

art. 

Marigold: Represents auspiciousness and is commonly used in festivals and weddings. 

Rose: Symbolizes love and passion, often gifted on special occasions. 

Western Culture: 

Rose: In Western contexts, it symbolizes romantic love, with different colors conveying various emotions 

(e.g., red for love, white for purity). 

Sunflower: Represents loyalty and adoration, often associated with warmth and happiness. 

East Asian Culture: 

Cherry Blossom (Sakura): Symbolizes the fleeting nature of life and beauty, celebrated during spring 

festivals in Japan. 

Plum Blossom: Represents perseverance and hope, often blooming in winter, signifying resilience. 

Middle Eastern Culture: 

Jasmine: Symbolizes love and beauty, commonly used in perfumes and traditional medicine, reflecting 

elegance and sensuality. 

 

SOLITUDE by Henry David Thoreau 

SUMMARY 

About the Author: 

Henry David Thoreau (1817–1862) was an American essayist, poet, and philosopher, best known for his 

writings on nature, simple living, and civil disobedience. A key figure in the transcendentalist movement, 

Thoreau emphasized individualism and the importance of self-reliance. His most famous works include 

"Walden," a reflection on simple living in natural surroundings, and "Civil Disobedience," advocating for 

nonviolent resistance to unjust laws. Thoreau's philosophy encourages a deep connection with nature and 

introspection, influencing environmental movements and modern thought. 

About the Prose: 

“Solitude” is a reflective essay included in Thoreau’s collection "Essays." In this piece, Thoreau explores 

the concept of solitude, arguing that it is essential for personal growth and self-discovery. He contrasts 

solitude with loneliness, emphasizing the value of being alone in nature as a means to connect with one’s 

true self. Thoreau’s writing captures his love for nature and his belief in the transformative power of 

solitude. 

Summary: 

In “Solitude,” Thoreau presents a profound exploration of the importance of solitude in a person’s life. He 

begins by reflecting on the idea that solitude does not equate to loneliness. Instead, he suggests that being 

alone allows individuals to connect deeply with their thoughts and the natural world. 

Thoreau describes his experiences in nature, emphasizing the serenity and clarity that solitude brings. He 

notes how the quietness of the woods allows him to hear the whispers of nature, fostering a sense of 

connection with the universe. In this peaceful state, he finds inspiration and a deeper understanding of 

himself. 

Throughout the essay, Thoreau contrasts the bustling noise of society with the tranquility of solitude. He 

critiques the distractions and superficialities of social life, asserting that true wisdom and insight come 

from moments of stillness and reflection. He believes that solitude enables individuals to escape the chaos 

of everyday life and engage in meaningful introspection. 

Thoreau also expresses a sense of reverence for nature, describing it as a source of comfort and 

companionship. He argues that solitude in nature nurtures the soul, allowing for a more authentic 

existence. The natural world becomes a canvas for his thoughts, providing a space where he can ponder 

life's mysteries and his own existence. 



In conclusion, Thoreau asserts that solitude is not something to be feared but embraced. He encourages 

readers to seek moments of solitude, particularly in nature, as a way to reconnect with themselves and 

gain clarity in their lives. The essay ultimately champions the idea that solitude is essential for personal 

growth, creativity, and a deeper understanding of one's place in the world. 

Structure: 

“Solitude” is structured as a reflective essay, combining personal anecdotes with philosophical musings. 

Thoreau employs a conversational tone, inviting readers to ponder his ideas alongside him. The essay 

flows seamlessly between descriptions of nature and contemplations on solitude, creating a cohesive 

narrative. 

 

Answer the following questions in one or two lines. 

1. Why does the author call the evening delicious? 

A.The author calls the evening delicious due to its serene beauty, peaceful atmosphere, and the calming 

effect it has on the senses. 

 

2. Who are 'Nature's watchmen'? 

A.'Nature's watchmen' refers to birds, particularly the songbirds that signal changes in the environment 

and provide a sense of connection to nature. 

 

3.How far is the nearest place from the author's home? 

A.The nearest place from the author's home is quite far, emphasizing the solitude and seclusion of the 

author's surroundings. 

 

 4. What kind of a relation does the author have with the seasons? 

A.The author has a deep and intimate relationship with the seasons, finding joy and inspiration in their 

changes and the life they bring. 

 

5. How did the pine tree befriend the author? 

A.The pine tree befriends the author by providing a sense of companionship and comfort, symbolizing 

resilience and steadfastness. 

 

6. How does the author describe the earth when viewed from space? 

A.The author describes the earth viewed from space as a beautiful, fragile sphere, highlighting its 

interconnectedness and the importance of caring for it. 

 

7. Which tree indicates where a wiseman should dig his cellar? 

A.The tree that indicates where a wise man should dig his cellar is the oak tree, known for its strength and 

durability. 

 

8. What is the author's opinion on being alone? 

A.The author's opinion on being alone is positive; they find solitude enriching and conducive to self-

reflection and creativity. 

 

9. Who comes to visit the author occasionally? 

A.Occasionally, the author is visited by friends and possibly fellow nature enthusiasts who share similar 

interests. 

 



10. What would the author like to bottle up and sell? 

A.The author would like to bottle up and sell the essence of the evening, capturing its tranquility and 

beauty for others to experience. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 50 to 75 words. 

1.Is there a difference between being alone and being lonely? 

A.Yes, there is a difference between being alone and being lonely. Being alone refers to the physical state 

of being by oneself, which can be peaceful and enjoyable. In contrast, loneliness is an emotional 

experience characterized by feelings of sadness and isolation, even in the presence of others. A person can 

feel lonely in a crowd or content when alone. 

 

2.What happened to the pine tree after the lightning struck? 

A.After the lightning struck, the pine tree was severely damaged. The force of the lightning split the tree, 

leaving it charred and hollowed out. Despite this destruction, the tree displayed resilience, continuing to 

grow in a unique form. It became a symbol of survival and adaptation, illustrating how nature can endure 

and thrive despite adversity. 

 

3.How is a student compared with a farmer? 

A. A student is compared to a farmer in that both must cultivate their respective fields to reap rewards. 

Just as a farmer sows seeds, nurtures crops, and patiently waits for a harvest, a student must absorb 

knowledge, study diligently, and engage in learning to achieve academic success. Both require hard work, 

dedication, and a commitment to growth over time. 

  

4.What are the qualities of the ‘elderly dame of his neighbourhood’? 

A The elderly dame of the neighborhood is characterized by her wisdom, kindness, and nurturing spirit. 

She is often seen as a maternal figure, providing guidance and support to those around her. Her 

experience has made her a source of comfort and advice, and she embodies the values of community and 

compassion, earning the respect and affection of her neighbors. 

 

5.Why is nature described as having ‘indescribable innocence’ by the author? 

A Nature is described as having “indescribable innocence” because it embodies purity and simplicity, free 

from the complexities and moral dilemmas of human society. The author conveys that nature exists in a 

state of harmony and balance, untouched by human flaws and corruption. This innocence evokes a sense 

of wonder and appreciation for the natural world, highlighting its beauty and untainted essence. 

 

 

Answer the following questions in about 200 words. 

1.When the author chooses to live in solitude, what is the message he is attempting to give? 

A When the author chooses to live in solitude, he communicates the value of introspection and self-

reliance. He believes that solitude allows individuals to reconnect with their true selves, free from the 

distractions and expectations of society. By stepping away from social interactions, the author emphasizes 

the importance of reflection, which leads to personal growth and deeper understanding. He suggests that 

true fulfillment comes from within, and solitude offers a unique opportunity to explore one’s thoughts, 

creativity, and spirituality. The message also critiques societal norms that prioritize constant interaction 

and collaboration. Instead, the author advocates for the power of solitude as a means to achieve clarity 

and purpose. He implies that in solitude, one can cultivate a genuine sense of self and discover deeper 

truths about life and existence. Ultimately, the author’s embrace of solitude serves as a reminder that 



while social connections are valuable, periods of isolation can foster a profound connection to one’s inner 

world. 

 

2.The author describes social interactions as an annoyance. Explain his position. 

A The author perceives social interactions as an annoyance due to their often superficial nature and the 

emotional demands they place on individuals. He argues that societal conventions can lead to 

inauthenticity, where individuals feel compelled to conform to external expectations instead of expressing 

their true selves. For the author, engaging in small talk or adhering to social niceties can feel burdensome, 

detracting from meaningful connections. He highlights how these interactions can drain energy and 

distract from personal introspection, which he values more highly. By prioritizing solitude, the author 

emphasizes the need for self-reflection over societal obligations. His position suggests that social 

interactions often focus on appearances rather than genuine understanding or connection. In contrast, he 

believes solitude allows for more profound thoughts and insights, enabling individuals to engage with 

their ideas and feelings without external interference. This perspective invites readers to reconsider the 

nature of their social lives and question whether the time spent in social settings is truly fulfilling or 

simply a series of obligatory exchanges. 

 

3.How does the author bring the reference of ‘God’ and ‘Devil’ in his argument on ’Solitude? 

A In discussing solitude, the author references God and the Devil to highlight the duality of human 

experience and the moral complexities inherent in social interactions. He posits that solitude allows 

individuals to transcend these complexities and connect with a higher spiritual truth. The mention of God 

signifies the pursuit of inner peace, enlightenment, and the understanding that can be achieved through 

self-reflection. In solitude, one can seek divine wisdom and align with their spiritual beliefs, free from 

external distractions. Conversely, the reference to the Devil serves to illustrate the negative aspects of 

social interactions, suggesting that they can lead to temptation, superficiality, and moral decay. The author 

implies that engaging too deeply with societal norms may lead individuals away from their true selves and 

values, potentially fostering negative influences. By invoking these powerful symbols, the author frames 

solitude as a sanctuary where one can escape the chaos of the external world, allowing for spiritual 

growth and moral clarity. Ultimately, the references to God and the Devil reinforce the notion that 

solitude is not just a physical state but a profound journey toward self-discovery and ethical living, where 

individuals can confront their inner conflicts and aspirations. 

 

GRAMMAR LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: 

ONE-WORD SUBSTITUTES 

One-word substitution is the use of a single word to replace a group of words or a complete sentence 

without any loss or change of meaning. One-word substitutes are very useful in writing precisely and 

clearly. They are essential in vocabulary building and development. Look at the following sentence: 

He thinks he can never do wrong or make any mistake. 

This can be rewritten using one-word substitution as follows: 

He thinks he is infallible. 

Let me know if you need any further assistance! 

 

EXERCISES 

Match the descriptions in Column A with their one-word substitutes in Column B. 

A                                                                                                                          B 

1. In the same words as were used originally   (i)                                           j. verbatim 

2. Someone who loves collecting books (h)                                         g. bibliophile 



3. One who is violently against established beliefs (a)                             a. iconoclast 

4. One with unlimited power (g)                                                            e. autocrat 

5. A poem of serious reflection, typically a lament for the dead (j) i. elegy 

6. One who is recovering health after illness (b)                                           b. convalescent 

7. One who runs away from justice (d)                                                         d. fugitive 

8. A small shelter for a dog (e)                                                                f. kennel 

9. A backward look or a view into the past (f)                                           h. retrospect 

10. Expressive in the use of words (c)                                                         c. eloquent 

 

Fill in the blanks with suitable forms of words from the given box 

 • philanthropists 

 • somnambulist 

 • recluse 

 • polyglot 

 • stoic 

 • shoal 

 • secular 

 • torrent 

 • teetotaller 

 • wanderlust 

 

 1. On the ride into the ocean, the tourists were treated to a shoal of rare fish. 

 2. The river, fuelled by rain, turned into a torrent. 

 3. One should learn to be a recluse occasionally, to discover oneself. 

 4. The patient went missing only to be found sleeping in the balcony; the doctors discovered 

that he was a somnambulist. 

 5. As a polyglot, she could understand conversations in many languages on the metro. 

 6. In ancient Indian knowledge, it is believed that people after reaching a certain advanced 

age become stoic. 

 7. Every political party should develop policies which are secular and can reach out to all 

the communities. 

 8. The young people of today, realising that travel is an important experience of life, are 

nurturing the spirit of wanderlust. 

 9. After the accident, he took a vow to abstain from alcohol and become a teetotaller. 

 10. After the storm, the rich of the town came forward to rebuild homes, schools, and 

hospitals. The philanthropists were appreciated by the people. 

 

Write one-word substitutes for the following phrases. 

1. Incapable of being corrected or reformed 

Answer: Incorrigible 

 2. Words inscribed on a tomb 

Answer: Epitaph 

 3. One who is not a professional 

Answer: Amateur 

 4. Showing complete agreement, of same opinion 

Answer: Unanimous 

 5. No longer used or outdated 



Answer: Obsolete 

 6. One who can do anything for money 

Answer: Mercenary 

 7. Ability to do several things at the same time 

Answer: Multitasker 

 8. Can be understood in more than one way 

Answer: Ambiguous 

 9. One who draws maps 

Answer: Cartographer 

 10. Able to use hands skillfully 

Answer: Dexterous 

 

ESSAY WRITING 

 

What is an essay and how is it written? 

The word essay literally means an attempt. An essay is a long piece of writing, usually in prose, to inform 

and persuade the reader. A short message is not enough to give detailed information. One needs to create a 

context, state the facts, explain the process, analyze the effectiveness, discuss the strengths and areas of 

improvement, and conclude with an evaluation and summary. To do all of the above, there is a need to 

divide this long writing into smaller parts, which we call paragraphs. Writing an essay requires prior 

preparation. Deciding on the structure of the essay in terms of an introduction, analysis, and conclusion is 

the first step. 

The function of the introduction and conclusion in an essay is very clear. The introduction introduces the 

topic, and the conclusion concludes the analysis. The actual analysis may contain a certain number of 

valid points, and each point requires a paragraph. 

The paragraph comprises a topic sentence and five to six sentences that are cohesively arranged. It sounds 

coherent when one reads it. The qualities of cohesiveness and coherence are an integral part of writing. 

Cohesiveness ensures that no distraction is present that takes away from the subject in discussion. 

Coherence ensures that the sentences are meaningfully connected. 

An essay can be built by using several paragraphs, one for each point. The conclusion usually has space to 

hold the writer’s opinion, allowing for a signature approach. There are several ways to conclude. It can 

end with a question, a thought-provoking remark, or it can be open-ended, allowing the reader to form his 

or her own opinion on the subject of the essay. 

 

EXERCISES  

Write essays on the following topics. 

1.Marvels of nature 

2.My idea of a good life 

3.Environmental pollution 

 

Essay: Marvels of Nature 

Introduction: Nature’s beauty is awe-inspiring, from vast landscapes to delicate ecosystems. 

Analysis: 

 1. Diversity of landscapes: Mountains, forests, deserts. 

 2. Natural phenomena: Volcanoes, auroras. 

 3. Healing power of nature for humans. 



Conclusion: Nature’s wonders remind us of its importance and the need to protect it for future 

generations. 

Paragraph Example (Point 1: Diversity of Landscapes) 

The variety of landscapes in nature, from mountains to forests, provides endless beauty. Each offers 

unique forms of life and environments. For example, towering mountains inspire awe, while calm oceans 

bring peace. This diversity not only pleases the eye but also sustains life across the planet. 

 

Essay: My Idea of a Good Life 

Introduction: A good life is a balance of happiness, relationships, and purpose. 

Analysis: 

 1. Personal fulfillment and happiness. 

 2. Importance of strong relationships. 

 3. Balance between work and leisure. 

Conclusion: A good life is about nurturing relationships, pursuing purpose, and finding joy in everyday 

moments. 

 

Essay: Environmental Pollution 

Introduction: Pollution is a threat to air, water, and land, causing severe harm. 

Analysis: 

 1. Air pollution: Harmful effects on health and the environment. 

 2. Water pollution: Contaminated water sources affecting life. 

 3. Solutions: Recycling, reducing emissions, and regulations. 

Conclusion: Environmental pollution must be tackled to protect future generations and the planet. 

 

Let me know if you’d like more adjustments! 

 

CRITICAL READING 

OF STUDIES (EXCERPT) 

Francis Bacon 

1.Purpose of Studies: Studies are useful in three ways – for enjoyment, for improving conversation, and 

for gaining knowledge. They provide pleasure in private, make discussions more interesting, and help in 

making better decisions in life and business. 

 2. Balance is Important: Spending too much time studying makes a person lazy, and using 

studies just to sound smart is pretentious. Relying only on study without experience makes one narrow-

minded. A good balance between study and real-world experience is important. 

 3. Different Books, Different Uses: Not all books should be treated the same. Some are 

meant to be read only in parts, some should be read fully but without much attention, and a few should be 

carefully read and studied. 

 4. Practical Use of Studies: Studies should not be used just for arguments or debates but to 

think deeply and understand. Smart people know how to make good use of their studies in real life. 

 5. Skills from Reading, Writing, and Conversation: Reading fills the mind with knowledge, 

conversation helps sharpen quick thinking, and writing improves accuracy and clarity of thought. 

 6. Experience Complements Studies: Studies alone are not enough. Experience helps refine 

and apply what is learned through books. 

 

UNIT 2 
THE CHIMNEY SWEEPER by William Blake 



SUMMARY 

About the Poet: 

William Blake (1757–1827) was an English poet, painter, and printmaker, known for his unique and 

visionary style. A seminal figure of the Romantic Age, Blake’s work often explores themes of innocence, 

experience, and social criticism. He combined poetry and visual art to convey profound philosophical and 

spiritual ideas. Some of his most notable works include “Songs of Innocence and of Experience,” “The 

Marriage of Heaven and Hell,” and “The Tyger.” Blake’s poetry frequently critiques the injustices of his 

time, particularly the exploitation of children and the oppressive nature of society. 

About the Poem: 

“The Chimney Sweeper” appears in both “Songs of Innocence” (1789) and “Songs of Experience” 

(1794). The two versions present contrasting perspectives on the plight of child chimney sweepers in 

18th-century England. The poem addresses themes of innocence, suffering, and the loss of childhood. 

Through the voice of a young chimney sweeper, Blake highlights the harsh realities faced by children in a 

society that often disregards their well-being, while also alluding to the promise of hope and spiritual 

redemption. 

Summary: 

In “The Chimney Sweeper” from Songs of Innocence, the poem begins with a child who has been sold 

into the harsh life of a chimney sweeper. The speaker reflects on his early experiences of being forced to 

work at a young age, detailing the loss of his innocence. He recounts how his mother died, and after her 

death, his father took advantage of his situation, sending him to work in dangerous and filthy conditions. 

Despite the grim reality, the child maintains a sense of hope. He dreams of a better life, describing a 

vision of freedom and joy. He imagines a world where he can play and be free from the burdens of labor. 

In his dream, he sees angels who promise him liberation and comfort, suggesting that even in suffering, 

there is the possibility of spiritual salvation. 

The poem concludes with a note of resilience, as the child finds solace in his dreams. Blake uses this 

child’s voice to critique the societal norms that allow such exploitation, while also emphasizing the 

enduring power of hope and imagination. 

In the Songs of Experience version, the tone shifts dramatically. The speaker, now older and more 

cynical, reflects on the same experiences but with a deeper sense of despair. He questions the religious 

and societal structures that perpetuate such suffering. The adult speaker laments the loss of innocence and 

the betrayal of trust by those in power, illustrating a world where hope seems distant and the reality of 

suffering prevails. 

Structure: 

“The Chimney Sweeper” consists of a series of quatrains with a simple rhyme scheme (AABB), creating 

a musical and childlike quality. The use of repetition and straightforward language enhances the 

innocence of the speaker in the first version, while the second version’s more somber tone reflects a 

mature understanding of suffering. 

 

Answer the following questions in one line. 

1.Who is the speaker in the poem? 

The speaker in the poem is a chimney sweep, a child who recounts his experiences of being sold into 

labor. 

 

2.When was he sold and who sold him? 

He was sold when he was a child, and it was his father who sold him. 

 

3.Why did little Tom Dacre cry? 



Little Tom Dacre cried because he was upset about having his beautiful curly hair shaved off, which he 

associated with the loss of his innocence and beauty. 

 

4.What is Tom’s hair compared to? Is it a metaphor or simile? 

Tom’s hair is compared to “a lamb’s back,” which is a simile because it uses “like” or “as” to make a 

comparison. 

 

5.Who are Dick, Joe, Ned, and Jack mentioned in the poem? 

Dick, Joe, Ned, and Jack are other chimney sweepers, likely Tom’s friends, who share the same plight of 

child labor. 

 

6.Where were the sweepers locked up? 

The sweepers were locked up in a “blackened” house or in a “coffin-like” chamber before being sent out 

to work. 

 

7.Who freed the sweepers and how? 

An angel freed the sweepers, as described in Tom’s dream, where the angel came and opened the coffins, 

symbolizing liberation from their suffering. 

 

8.What did the Angel tell Tom? 

The angel told Tom that if he was a good boy, he would have a better life in heaven and would never have 

to suffer again. 

 

9.How did Tom and the others get ready for work? 

Tom and the others got ready for work by washing themselves in the river, indicating their resilience and 

willingness to face their harsh realities. 

 

10.Why was Tom happy despite the cold? 

Tom was happy despite the cold because he had a vision of freedom and hope, believing that if they were 

good, they would have a better life after death. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 50 to 75 words. 

1.What is the central idea of ‘The Chimney Sweeper’ from Songs of Innocence? 

A.The central idea of “The Chimney Sweeper” is the exploration of childhood innocence and the harsh 

realities faced by child laborers. It highlights the exploitation of children in society, their loss of 

innocence, and the hope for redemption and freedom, contrasting their grim experiences with a vision of 

spiritual salvation. 

 

2.How does the speaker of ‘The Chimney Sweeper’ describe himself? 

A.The speaker describes himself as a young chimney sweep who was sold by his father at a young age. 

He reflects on his sorrowful existence, marked by a loss of innocence and the harshness of his labor, 

while also showcasing a resilient spirit despite the suffering he endures. 

 

3.How does the speaker of the poem console Tom Dacre after his head was shaved? 

A.The speaker consoles Tom Dacre by telling him that losing his hair is not significant and that he will be 

able to enjoy the freedom of heaven if he remains a good boy. He reassures Tom that their hardships are 

temporary and that there is hope for a better life after death. 



 

4.Describe the dream of Tom Dacre. 

A.In his dream, Tom Dacre envisions an angel who frees the chimney sweeps from their coffins and leads 

them to a beautiful, green meadow. There, they play and laugh, experiencing joy and freedom. The dream 

symbolizes hope, innocence, and the promise of a life without suffering, contrasting with their grim 

reality. 

5.What do the chimney sweeps do after they are set free by the Angel? 

A.After being set free by the angel, the chimney sweeps rejoice and play in a green field, symbolizing 

their newfound freedom and happiness. They experience joy and camaraderie, illustrating the liberation 

from their oppressive circumstances and the possibility of a life filled with innocence and joy in the 

afterlife. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 200 words. 

1.Attempt a critical analysis of Blake’s poem ‘The Chimney Sweeper’ from Songs of Innocence. 

A.William Blake’s “The Chimney Sweeper” from Songs of Innocence offers a poignant critique of child 

labor and the exploitation of innocent children in 18th-century England. The poem centers on a young 

chimney sweep who recounts his life of hardship, having been sold by his father. The speaker’s tone shifts 

between sorrow and hope, capturing the stark contrast between the grim realities of his existence and the 

dreams of freedom and joy. The imagery used, such as the “heaven” and “Angel,” serves to juxtapose the 

bleakness of their lives with the promise of spiritual salvation. Tom Dacre’s dream, wherein he and other 

chimney sweeps are liberated and allowed to play in a meadow, symbolizes the yearning for freedom and 

innocence. Through this dream, Blake suggests that religion can provide comfort amid suffering, but it 

also raises questions about the moral responsibility of society. Ultimately, the poem underscores the 

themes of innocence, suffering, and the false promises of religion, inviting readers to reflect on the social 

injustices of the time. 

 

2.Religion is shown as a source of hope and salvation in ‘The Chimney Sweeper’ from Songs of 

Innocence. Discuss. 

A.In “The Chimney Sweeper,” religion plays a crucial role as a source of hope and salvation for the child 

speaker. The poem begins with the speaker expressing his tragic situation as a child sold into chimney 

sweeping. Despite this hardship, the introduction of the Angel serves as a turning point, suggesting a form 

of divine intervention. The Angel promises freedom from their earthly suffering, conveying the idea that 

spiritual salvation awaits the innocent souls of the chimney sweeps. This promise is further embodied in 

Tom Dacre’s dream, where the sweeps are freed from their coffins and allowed to play in a meadow. The 

imagery of the green fields and laughter symbolizes the peace and joy that religious belief offers amidst 

the trials of life. Blake critiques how religion is often used to placate the oppressed, providing them with 

false hopes of salvation while neglecting their immediate suffering. Nonetheless, the portrayal of faith in 

this poem illustrates the resilience of the human spirit, suggesting that even in the face of despair, the idea 

of spiritual redemption can inspire hope and strength. 

 

3.Bring out the irony in the security and false hope offered by the Angel to the chimney sweepers in 

Blake’s poem. 

A.The irony in Blake’s “The Chimney Sweeper” lies in the false hope and security offered by the Angel 

to the chimney sweeps. While the Angel represents a promise of salvation and liberation from their harsh 

lives, this assurance is ultimately superficial and deludes the young chimney sweeps into a false sense of 

security. The sweeps, who endure immense suffering, are taught to accept their plight with the expectation 

that their suffering will lead to heavenly rewards. The Angel’s assurances about a joyful afterlife starkly 



contrast with the brutal reality of their existence, where their labor is exploited, and their innocence is 

robbed. The poem illustrates how religious beliefs can be manipulated to placate the oppressed, providing 

a comforting narrative that ignores the injustices they face in the present. This irony highlights the 

disconnect between the promised salvation and the ongoing struggles of the children, urging readers to 

question the societal structures that allow such exploitation to persist. In this way, Blake critiques both the 

church and the societal norms that perpetuate the cycle of suffering, suggesting that reliance on religious 

hope without addressing the immediate issues of injustice can be misleading and ultimately harmful. 

 

THE POSTMASTER by Rabindranath Tagore 

SUMMARY 

About the Author: 

Rabindranath Tagore (1861–1941) was a Bengali poet, playwright, novelist, and composer, renowned for 

his profound contributions to literature and music. He was the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize 

in Literature in 1913. Tagore's works often explore themes of love, nature, spirituality, and the human 

condition, reflecting both personal and social concerns. His notable works include "Gitanjali," "The 

Home and the World," and numerous short stories and plays. Tagore's writings are celebrated for their 

lyrical beauty and deep philosophical insights. 

About the Story: 

“The Postmaster” is a poignant short story that explores themes of loneliness, human connection, and the 

clash between urban and rural life. Set in a remote village in Bengal, the narrative centers on the 

emotional experiences of the postmaster and his relationship with a young girl named Ratan, highlighting 

the impact of isolation and the longing for companionship. 

Summary: 

The story begins with a young postmaster who is assigned to a remote village to oversee the postal 

service. Coming from the city, he finds the rural environment alien and uninviting. The postmaster feels 

lonely and disconnected from the villagers, who are simple and rustic in their ways. As he settles into his 

new role, he grapples with feelings of isolation and homesickness. 

To alleviate his loneliness, the postmaster befriends Ratan, a local girl who becomes his assistant. Ratan is 

an orphan who has known a life of hardship and is eager to help him. She is devoted to the postmaster, 

showing kindness and affection, and the two develop a bond. Ratan's innocence and loyalty provide the 

postmaster with a sense of companionship he desperately craves. 

As time passes, the postmaster's loneliness deepens when he learns that his time in the village is coming 

to an end. He is offered a transfer back to the city, and this news creates an emotional turmoil for both him 

and Ratan. While Ratan expresses her desire for him to stay, the postmaster feels the inevitability of his 

departure. 

On the day of his leaving, Ratan, heartbroken and despondent, pleads with him to stay, but he gently 

dismisses her feelings, emphasizing the practicalities of his situation. The postmaster's departure signifies 

not just the end of their relationship but also highlights the transient nature of human connections. 

In the end, as the postmaster leaves the village, Ratan is left alone, grappling with her sorrow and loss. 

The story concludes on a poignant note, reflecting the deep emotional impact of separation and the 

longing for meaningful connections in an often indifferent world. 

Structure: 

“The Postmaster” is structured as a short narrative, with a clear progression of events that follow the 

postmaster’s experiences in the village. The story unfolds through detailed descriptions of the characters’ 

emotions and interactions, emphasizing the themes of loneliness and connection. 

 

Answer the following questions in one line. 



1.Who had established the post office in Ulapur? 

A.The post office in Ulapur was established by the British. 

 

2.Where was the post office located in Ulapur? 

A The post office was located in a small village called Ulapur. 

 

3.Where had the postmaster come from? 

A The postmaster had come from the city. 

 

4.Who was Ratan? 

A Ratan was a young girl from Ulapur who worked as a helper to the postmaster. 

 

5.What did Ratan remember about her family? 

A Ratan remembered her family, who had passed away, leaving her alone in the village. 

 

6.What memories did the postmaster recall? 

A The postmaster recalled fond memories of his family and the comforts of his home in the city. 

 

7.Who addresses the postmaster as ‘Dada’? 

A Ratan addresses the postmaster as ‘Dada,’ which means elder brother. 

 

8.How did Ratan look after the postmaster during his illness? 

A Ratan took care of the postmaster by nursing him back to health, attending to his needs, and providing 

comfort during his illness. 

 

9.What does the postmaster teach the girl? 

A The postmaster teaches Ratan to read and write, fostering her education. 

 

10.On what grounds did the postmaster apply for a transfer? 

A The postmaster applied for a transfer due to his homesickness and desire to return to the city, where he 

felt more comfortable. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 50 to 75 words. 

1.Why is the postmaster described as a fish out of water? 

A The postmaster is described as a fish out of water because he feels uncomfortable and out of place in 

the rural setting of Ulapur. Coming from the city, he struggles to adapt to the simplicity and slower pace 

of village life, which contrasts sharply with his urban experiences, making him feel isolated and alienated. 

 

2.Why was the postmaster not able to connect with other people? 

A The postmaster was unable to connect with other people because of the cultural and social differences 

between him and the villagers. His urban background, coupled with his reserved nature, made it difficult 

for him to engage in meaningful relationships. Additionally, his preoccupation with work and longing for 

his home contributed to his sense of isolation. 

 

3.Why did the postmaster resign? 

A The postmaster resigned due to a profound sense of loneliness and homesickness. Despite Ratan’s 

companionship and care, he felt increasingly disconnected from the villagers and overwhelmed by the 



isolation of his position. Ultimately, he desired to return to the familiarity of city life, where he believed 

he would feel more at home. 

 

4.Why does the postmaster think of Ratan as Mother Earth? 

A The postmaster thinks of Ratan as Mother Earth because she embodies nurturing qualities and provides 

him with a sense of stability and comfort. Despite his initial detachment, he recognizes Ratan’s 

unwavering support and devotion during his illness, leading him to see her as a grounding presence in his 

life, similar to how Mother Earth supports and sustains life. 

 

5.How is loneliness portrayed in the story? 

A Loneliness is portrayed in the story through the experiences of both the postmaster and Ratan. The 

postmaster’s isolation is evident in his inability to connect with the villagers and his longing for the city, 

while Ratan’s solitude stems from the loss of her family. Their mutual loneliness highlights the human 

need for companionship and belonging, ultimately revealing the emotional distance that can exist in 

relationships. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 200 words. 

1. Essay on the Nature of Human Relationships in ‘The Postmaster’ 

A In “The Postmaster,” the nature of human relationships is depicted as complex and deeply influenced 

by social contexts. The protagonist, a postmaster, grapples with feelings of loneliness and alienation in the 

rural village of Ulapur, where he struggles to form connections with the local people. His inability to 

communicate effectively with the villagers highlights the barriers that can exist between individuals from 

different backgrounds. Despite the postmaster’s initial detachment, his relationship with Ratan, a local 

girl, evolves from mere companionship to a profound bond. Ratan’s unwavering loyalty and care during 

the postmaster’s illness reveal her emotional depth and need for connection. However, their relationship is 

ultimately marked by transience, as the postmaster’s resignation underscores the inevitability of parting. 

Ratan’s heartbreak at his departure emphasizes the vulnerability inherent in human relationships, where 

love and attachment often lead to pain. The story illustrates that while relationships can provide solace 

and companionship, they are also subject to the forces of change and separation. Ultimately, “The 

Postmaster” portrays the bittersweet nature of human connections, reminding us of the ephemeral nature 

of life and the profound impact of fleeting relationships. 

 

2. Philosophical Reflection on Human Meetings and Partings 

A The postmaster’s philosophical reflection on the “numberless meetings and partings” encapsulates a 

profound understanding of the cyclical nature of human existence. He contemplates the inevitability of 

separation, noting that every encounter is a precursor to departure. This awareness deepens his sense of 

isolation as he recognizes that, just as connections are formed, they are destined to dissolve. The 

metaphor of death as the “great parting” serves as a poignant reminder that life is characterized by 

transient moments. The postmaster’s musings reveal an existential acceptance of human fragility and the 

fleeting quality of relationships. While he cherishes the moments spent with Ratan, he is also acutely 

aware that these moments are temporary. This duality of joy and sorrow shapes his worldview, reflecting 

a universal truth about the human condition. The postmaster’s reflections invite readers to ponder the 

significance of their relationships, urging them to embrace connections while acknowledging their 

impermanence. Ultimately, his insights encourage a deeper appreciation for the bonds we forge and the 

inevitable farewells that accompany them, emphasizing that while partings are painful, they are also 

integral to the human experience. 

 



3. Character Sketch of Ratan and the Postmaster 

A Ratan is a compassionate and nurturing character in “The Postmaster.” Despite her young age, she 

exhibits emotional maturity and a strong desire for connection. Ratan’s loyalty to the postmaster is 

evident in her efforts to care for him during his illness, reflecting her deep-seated need for 

companionship. She represents the innocent and hopeful spirit of rural life, yearning for affection and 

stability in a world marked by uncertainty. However, her vulnerability becomes apparent when she faces 

the heartache of separation, highlighting the fragility of human emotions. 

On the other hand, the postmaster is portrayed as a complex character grappling with his own loneliness 

and alienation. Coming from an urban background, he initially struggles to adapt to village life and fails 

to connect with the local community. His reserved nature and philosophical reflections reveal a deep 

sense of introspection, yet he also exhibits a longing for connection, particularly with Ratan. Despite his 

eventual decision to leave, the postmaster’s character evolves through his relationship with Ratan, 

showcasing the transformative power of human connection. Together, Ratan and the postmaster embody 

the themes of love, loss, and the bittersweet nature of human relationships. 

 

GRAMMAR LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 

WORDS OFTEN CONFUSED 

‘Words often confused or ‘confusables’ is an informal term used to explain two or more words which are 

easily confused with one another because of the following: 

Similarity in spelling: For example, desert - dessert; personal - personnel; compliment - complement 

Similarity in pronunciation: For example, allusion - illusion; accidental – incidental, perspective – 

prospective 

 

EXERCISES 

Bring out the difference between the words in each pair by using them in sentence of your 

own. 

led - lead 

accept - except 

threw - through 

affect - effect 

among - between 

capitol - capital 

since - for 

compliment - complement 

enquiry - inquiry 

loose - lose 

 

Sentences using each word in the pairs, demonstrating their differences: 

1. Led - Lead 

 • Led: The teacher led the students on a field trip to the science museum. 

 • Lead: The coach asked the team to lead with confidence during the championship game. 

2. Accept - Except 

 • Accept: I am happy to accept your invitation to the wedding. 

 • Except: Everyone was invited to the party except for John, who was out of town. 

3. Threw - Through 

 • Threw: She threw the ball to her dog in the park. 

 • Through: The train passed through the tunnel, emerging on the other side. 

4. Affect - Effect 

 • Affect: The cold weather can negatively affect your health. 

 • Effect: The new law had a positive effect on reducing pollution in the city. 

5. Among - Between 



 • Among: The prize was shared among the three winners. 

 • Between: The secret passage is located between the library and the dining hall. 

6. Capitol - Capital 

 • Capitol: The lawmakers met in the state capitol to discuss the new bill. 

 • Capital: Washington, D.C., is the capital of the United States. 

7. Since - For 

 • Since: I have lived in this city since 2010. 

 • For: I have been studying Spanish for five years. 

8. Compliment - Complement 

 • Compliment: She received a lovely compliment on her new hairstyle. 

 • Complement: The red wine will complement the flavors of the steak perfectly. 

9. Enquiry - Inquiry 

 • Enquiry: I made an enquiry about the job openings at the company. 

 • Inquiry: The committee conducted an inquiry into the matter to uncover the truth. 

10. Loose - Lose 

 • Loose: The shirt was too loose, so I decided to wear something else. 

 • Lose: If you don’t pay attention, you might lose your keys again. 

 

Matching Words with Definitions 

 1. addition - h. refers to something added 

 2. edition - g. refers to a particular version of a book, newspaper, etc. 

 3. resume - f. to begin again after stopping 

 4. résumé - a. a short document describing your education, work history, etc. 

 5. allude - b. to speak of something or someone in an indirect way 

 6. elude - e. to avoid or escape someone or something 

 7. detract - d. to reduce the strength, value, or importance of something 

 8. distract - c. to cause someone to stop paying attention to something 

 9. climatic - j. relating to the climate 

 10. climactic - i. related to the word climax 

 

Fill in the blanks with the correct word 

 1.           If you sit up straight, you can avoid neck pain. (set/sit) 

 2. A few medicines have other effects besides the intended one. (affects/effects) 

 3. Tharun has come up with a good idea for our group presentation. (ideal/idea) 

 4. John is adept in dancing. (adopt/adept) 

 5. She paid no heed to my advice. (advise/advice) 

 6. If your allusion is to any man present here, do name him. (allusion/illusion) 

 7. I’m sorry I believed in this dual policy of our government. (duel/dual) 

 8. A wandering horde attacked the villager’s food stores. (hoard/horde) 

 9. Deer are part of the elk, caribou, and moose family. (dear/deer) 

 10. We find wild boars in Asia too. (bores/boars) 

 

WRITING 

RÉSUMÉ WRITING 

A résumé (from French) is a concise summary of an applicant’s qualifications, skills, and experience, 

typically fitting on one or both sides of an A4-size sheet. It commonly uses bullet points and is tailored 



for specific jobs, emphasizing relevant skills rather than academic qualifications. A résumé is most 

suitable for those with prior experience or when skills are prioritized over formal education. 

 

In contrast, a Curriculum Vitae (CV), derived from Latin meaning “course of life,” provides detailed 

information about the applicant. In addition to academic qualifications and professional experience, it 

may include hobbies, extracurricular activities, awards, and honors. When applying for a job, the CV 

should be accompanied by a cover letter to inform the employer of your current status and career 

objectives. 

General Features of a CV 

 

 • Typed in a simple layout 

 • Bold or underlined heading 

 • Spell-checked with careful formatting 

 • No colors or unnecessary information 

 • Simple and concise for effective communication 

Structure of a CV 

1. Personal Information: Name, date of birth/age, postal address, phone number, email address. 

 2. Education: List qualifications from highest to lowest, including diplomas and certificate 

courses. 

 3. Experience: Start with the most recent job, detailing the nature of the work and whether it 

was full-time or part-time. 

 

CRITICAL THINKING 

SOJOURNER TRUTH'S SPEECH "AIN'T I A WOMAN?": 

1. Intersection of Rights: Truth highlights the connection between the rights of Black people and women's 

rights, suggesting that both groups face oppression. 

2. Challenge to Stereotypes: She challenges the idea that women need help from men, using her own 

experiences to show that she is capable and strong. 

3. Personal Experience: Truth shares her own hard work and suffering, emphasizing that her experiences 

as a slave woman prove her strength. 

4. Motherhood and Loss: She discusses the pain of losing her children to slavery, illustrating the deep 

emotional struggles of Black women. 

5. Intellect and Rights: Truth argues that intellect should not determine a person's rights, comparing her 

worth to that of men. 

6. Divine Femininity: She points out that Jesus Christ was born of a woman, emphasizing the importance 

of women in spiritual and societal contexts. 

7. Strength of Women: Truth asserts that if the first woman could cause such significant change, then 

women collectively should be able to restore justice. 

8. Empowerment: She calls for men to recognize and allow women to take action and fight for their 

rights. 

9. Rhetorical Questions: The repeated question "Ain't I a woman?" serves to assert her identity and 

challenge societal norms. 

10. Direct Appeal: Truth ends her speech with a direct appeal to her audience, urging them to listen to her 

message and recognize her humanity. 

UNIT 3 
BURY ME IN A FREE LAND by Frances Harper 



About the Author: 

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper (1825–1911) was an African American poet, novelist, and abolitionist. 

Born in Baltimore, Maryland, she was one of the first published African American women in the United 

States. Harper was a prominent advocate for social justice, women’s rights, and the abolition of slavery. 

Her writings often reflect her commitment to equality and her deep concern for the plight of Black people 

in America. Notable works include “Iola Leroy” and a collection of poems, including “Bury Me in a Free 

Land.” 

About the Poem: 

“Bury Me in a Free Land” is a powerful poem that expresses the speaker's deep longing for freedom and 

dignity, particularly in the context of the oppression faced by African Americans. Written in the 19th 

century, the poem reflects Harper's commitment to social justice and her desire for a land where people 

can live without the shackles of slavery. 

Summary: 

The poem begins with a poignant declaration from the speaker, who expresses a strong wish to be buried 

in a land of freedom rather than in a place where the legacy of slavery and oppression persists. The 

speaker emphasizes that being buried in a "free land" symbolizes a desire for peace, dignity, and the 

absence of suffering. 

As the poem unfolds, the speaker articulates the emotional weight of living in a society marked by 

injustice and inhumanity. She evokes vivid imagery of the horrors of slavery, including the pain of 

families being torn apart and the relentless suffering endured by those enslaved. The longing for a place 

where these atrocities do not exist resonates throughout the poem. 

Harper reflects on the idea that even in death, the speaker wishes to escape the oppressive realities of life 

as an enslaved person. She yearns for a resting place where the spirit can be free, highlighting the deep 

connection between freedom and identity. The poem also serves as a broader commentary on the 

importance of liberty for all people, regardless of race. 

The final stanzas emphasize the speaker's resolve, reiterating her desire for a land where the air is filled 

with the sounds of freedom and where people can live without fear. The poem concludes with a powerful 

assertion of hope and the aspiration for a future marked by justice and equality. 

Structure: 

“Bury Me in a Free Land” is structured in several stanzas, employing a consistent rhyme scheme that 

lends a lyrical quality to the poem. The rhythmic flow enhances the emotional intensity of the speaker’s 

message, making it resonate with readers. 

 

Answer the following questions in one line. 

1.What is the central theme of the poem ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’? 

A.The central theme of the poem is the yearning for freedom and the rejection of oppression, specifically 

in the context of slavery. 

 

2.Where does the speaker want her grave to be made? 

A.The speaker wants her grave to be made in a “free land,” where no oppression or slavery exists. 

 

3.What is the significance of the title ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’? 

A.The title signifies the speaker’s desire for freedom even in death, highlighting the importance of living 

in a place devoid of injustice and bondage. 

 

4.What emotions does the poem ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’ evoke? 



A.The poem evokes emotions of longing, despair, and hope, reflecting the pain of slavery and the desire 

for liberation. 

 

5.How does the poet envision freedom in the poem ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’? 

A.The poet envisions freedom as a state of existence free from the chains of slavery and oppression, 

where justice and dignity prevail. 

 

6.How does the poet describe the conditions of slavery? 

A.The poet describes the conditions of slavery as painful and dehumanizing, characterized by sorrow, 

oppression, and loss of dignity. 

 

7.How does Harper challenge conventional notions of patriotism and citizenship in ‘Bury Me in a 

Free Land,’ and what alternative vision of America does she present? 

A.Harper challenges conventional notions of patriotism by asserting that true love for one’s country 

requires justice and freedom for all. She presents an alternative vision of America as a nation that truly 

embodies liberty and equality. 

 

8.What imagery does the poet use to convey the idea of freedom? 

A.The poet uses vivid imagery of nature, such as “the happy land” and “sunshine,” to symbolize freedom, 

hope, and a life without chains. 

 

9.How does the poem reflect the historical context of the abolitionist movement? 

A.The poem reflects the abolitionist movement’s ideals by advocating for freedom and equality, 

emphasizing the need to end slavery and uplift the oppressed. 

 

10.What is the tone of the poem? How does the poem inspire action or change? 

A.The tone of the poem is passionate and urgent, inspiring action by appealing to the moral conscience of 

readers and advocating for the fight against slavery and injustice. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 50 to 75 words. 

1.How does Frances Harper utilize poetic devices such as imagery and symbolism to convey the 

themes of freedom and equality in ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’? 

A.Harper employs vivid imagery of nature, such as “sunshine” and “happy land,” to symbolize the ideal 

of freedom. The grave represents a longing for peace in a world free from oppression. These devices 

powerfully evoke the emotional weight of the desire for equality and liberation from the shackles of 

slavery, highlighting the stark contrast between the speaker’s hopes and the reality of bondage. 

 

2.Discuss the historical context in which Frances Harper wrote ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’ and how 

this influences the poem’s message about emancipation and civil rights. 

A Written in the 19th century, during the abolitionist movement, Harper’s poem reflects the urgent call for 

emancipation and civil rights for African Americans. The struggle against slavery was a pivotal issue, and 

Harper’s work aims to awaken societal consciousness regarding the injustices faced by enslaved 

individuals, urging her audience to advocate for freedom and equality in a time of deep racial and social 

strife. 

 

3.How does Harper address issues of race, gender, and freedom in the poem ‘Bury Me in a Free 

Land’? 



A Harper addresses race by highlighting the plight of enslaved African Americans and their yearning for 

freedom. She also incorporates gender, as a female voice articulates the desire for liberation, showcasing 

women’s roles in the struggle for civil rights. The poem emphasizes that freedom is a fundamental right 

for all, challenging both racial and gender inequalities while advocating for universal human dignity. 

 

4.How does Harper’s use of language and tone contribute to the emotional impact of ‘Bury Me in a 

Free Land’ and the urgency of its message? 

A Harper’s language is poignant and evocative, utilizing simple yet powerful diction to convey deep 

emotions. The tone is urgent and passionate, demanding attention to the harsh realities of slavery. This 

emotional intensity compels readers to reflect on the moral implications of oppression, reinforcing the 

poem’s call for immediate action toward emancipation and the pursuit of freedom for all. 

 

5.Explore the significance of the title ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’ in relation to the poem’s themes of 

liberation and self-determination. 

A The title “Bury Me in a Free Land” underscores the speaker’s ultimate desire for peace and dignity in 

death, away from the horrors of slavery. It signifies a yearning for a place where freedom reigns, 

emphasizing the importance of self-determination. The title encapsulates the poem’s central themes, 

reinforcing the idea that true liberation extends beyond life itself and reflects a longing for a society 

grounded in justice and equality. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 200 words. 

1. Discuss the influence of Frances Harper’s personal experiences and activism on the themes and 

imagery of ‘Bury Me in a Free Land.’ 

A.Frances Harper’s personal experiences as a free-born African American woman profoundly influenced 

the themes and imagery in “Bury Me in a Free Land.” Witnessing the harsh realities of slavery and racial 

discrimination shaped her understanding of social justice. Her activism in the abolitionist movement, 

women’s suffrage, and education reform is evident in her powerful calls for freedom and equality in the 

poem. The imagery of a “free land” evokes a powerful contrast between the speaker’s aspirations and the 

grim reality of oppression, drawing on Harper’s own vision of a just society. The poem’s vivid natural 

imagery symbolizes the hope and peace associated with liberation, reflecting her belief in the 

transformative power of freedom. Furthermore, Harper’s own experiences of loss and injustice enhance 

the emotional depth of the poem, as she expresses a profound desire for a peaceful resting place free from 

the pain of slavery. By integrating her activism with her literary work, Harper not only advocates for 

emancipation but also creates a poignant narrative that captures the longing for dignity and justice, 

making the poem a powerful vehicle for social change. 

 

2. Evaluate the effectiveness of ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’ as a piece of political poetry in advancing 

the cause of abolition and social justice during Harper’s era. 

A.“Bury Me in a Free Land” serves as a poignant piece of political poetry that effectively advances the 

cause of abolition and social justice in Frances Harper’s era. The poem combines emotional appeal with a 

strong moral imperative, creating an urgent call for freedom and equality. Harper’s use of direct language 

and vivid imagery helps convey the deep anguish of living in bondage and the profound yearning for 

liberation. The refrain, expressing a desire to be buried in a “free land,” underscores the importance of 

autonomy and human dignity, making it relatable to a wide audience. Furthermore, the poem was written 

during a time when the abolitionist movement was gaining momentum, and its publication contributed to 

the growing discourse on slavery and civil rights. By articulating the desires and suffering of enslaved 

individuals, Harper not only raises awareness but also empowers her readers to act against oppression. 



The poem’s effectiveness lies in its ability to evoke empathy and provoke thought, encouraging collective 

action toward social change. Harper’s work, therefore, became a crucial element of the abolitionist 

movement, inspiring individuals to advocate for justice and human rights during a pivotal period in 

American history. 

 

3. Explore the contemporary relevance of ‘Bury Me in a Free Land’ and its continued resonance in 

discussions about freedom, equality, and human rights today. 

A.“Bury Me in a Free Land” remains a powerful and relevant work in contemporary discussions about 

freedom, equality, and human rights. The themes articulated by Frances Harper resonate with ongoing 

struggles against systemic racism, inequality, and injustice faced by marginalized communities. The 

poem’s call for a land free from oppression reflects current movements advocating for social justice, such 

as Black Lives Matter and various campaigns for immigrant rights and gender equality. Harper’s 

emphasis on the importance of human dignity and the right to self-determination speaks to the universal 

desire for freedom that transcends time and geographical boundaries. Additionally, the imagery of a “free 

land” continues to inspire activists seeking to create inclusive societies that honor the rights and voices of 

all individuals. The poem’s emotional weight and call for reflection encourage readers to examine their 

own roles in combating injustice and to consider the legacies of past struggles in shaping present and 

future efforts for change. In this way, Harper’s work serves not only as a historical artifact but also as a 

timeless reminder of the ongoing fight for justice and equality, urging individuals and communities to 

remain vigilant and engaged in the quest for a truly free society.  

 

HOMI JEHANGIR BHABHA by Enakshi Chatterjee 

About the Author: 

Enakshi Chatterjee is an Indian author and educator known for her works that often explore themes of 

science, culture, and notable figures in Indian history. Her writing typically combines biographical 

elements with a broader commentary on societal progress and contributions of prominent individuals. 

Through her work, she seeks to inspire readers by highlighting the achievements of influential 

personalities. 

About the Essay: 

“Homi Jehangir Bhabha” is a tribute to the life and contributions of Homi Jehangir Bhabha, an eminent 

Indian nuclear physicist and the architect of India’s nuclear program. The essay reflects on his 

groundbreaking work, visionary outlook, and the profound impact he had on science and technology in 

India. 

Summary: 

The essay begins by introducing Homi Bhabha as a pioneering figure in the field of nuclear physics. 

Chatterjee emphasizes his early education, including his studies at the prestigious Cambridge University, 

where he developed a passion for science and research. Bhabha’s intellectual prowess and innovative 

spirit set him apart, earning him recognition in both Indian and international scientific communities.  

Chatterjee highlights Bhabha’s significant role in establishing the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research 

(TIFR) in Mumbai, which became a crucial center for scientific research in India. She discusses how 

Bhabha’s vision for a self-reliant India motivated him to promote advanced scientific research, aligning 

with the nation’s goals of development and progress post-independence. 

The essay also touches upon Bhabha’s involvement in India’s nuclear energy program, where he played a 

key role in laying the groundwork for nuclear research and development. Chatterjee illustrates his 

commitment to harnessing nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, such as electricity generation and 

medical applications, contrasting it with the destructive uses of nuclear technology. 



Moreover, Chatterjee reflects on Bhabha's leadership qualities, his ability to inspire and mentor young 

scientists, and his collaborative approach to research. She notes how his dedication to science went hand 

in hand with his love for the arts, highlighting his multifaceted personality. 

The essay concludes with a reflection on Bhabha's untimely death in a plane crash in 1966, which was a 

significant loss to the scientific community. Chatterjee emphasizes his enduring legacy in the field of 

science and technology in India, underlining how his contributions continue to influence contemporary 

research and inspire future generations. 

Structure: 

The essay is structured chronologically, beginning with Bhabha's early life and education, moving 

through his professional achievements, and concluding with his legacy. This progression allows readers to 

appreciate the development of Bhabha’s career and his impact on Indian science. 

 

Answer the following questions in one line. 

1.What is the central theme of Enakshi Chatterjee’s prose essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha’? 

A.The central theme of Chatterjee’s essay is to celebrate the life and contributions of Homi Jehangir 

Bhabha, highlighting his pioneering work in nuclear physics and his role in shaping India’s scientific 

landscape. 

 

2.How does Chatterjee portray Bhabha’s contributions to science and society in her essay? 

A.Chatterjee portrays Bhabha as a visionary scientist whose contributions to nuclear physics and his 

advocacy for scientific research significantly advanced India’s technological and scientific development. 

 

3.What are some key events or milestones in Bhabha’s life and career that Chatterjee highlights? 

A.Key milestones highlighted include Bhabha’s education at the University of Cambridge, his founding 

of the Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), and his pivotal role in India’s nuclear program. 

 

4.According to Chatterjee, what were some of the challenges Bhabha faced in his pursuit of 

scientific excellence? 

A.Bhabha faced challenges such as limited resources, political obstacles, and the need to establish a 

scientific culture in post-colonial India. 

 

5.How does Chatterjee describe Bhabha’s personality and character traits in her essay? 

A.Chatterjee describes Bhabha as a charismatic, visionary leader who was intellectually curious, 

innovative, and deeply committed to his country’s scientific advancement. 

 

6.What according to Chatterjee is the impact of Bhabha’s ideas on contemporary scientific 

discourse? 

A.Chatterjee asserts that Bhabha’s ideas continue to influence contemporary scientific discourse, 

particularly in nuclear physics and research methodologies in India. 

 

7.What are some criticisms or challenges discussed in the essay regarding Bhabha’s theories? 

A.The essay discusses criticisms regarding the feasibility and ethical implications of Bhabha’s nuclear 

strategies, as well as concerns about safety and environmental impact. 

 

8.What historical context does Chatterjee provide to situate Bhabha’s work? 

A.Chatterjee provides the historical context of post-independence India, emphasizing the need for 

scientific self-reliance and technological advancement to support national development. 



 

9.What was Bhabha’s fondest dream? How did he realize it? 

A.Bhabha’s fondest dream was to establish a strong scientific community in India, which he realized by 

founding research institutions and promoting scientific education. 

 

10.How did Bhabha meet his tragic end? How did India honour his memory? 

A.Bhabha tragically died in a plane crash in 1966, and India honored his memory by naming institutions 

and awards after him, recognizing his significant contributions to science and technology. 

 

Short Answers (50 to 75 Words) 

1.What role did Bhabha play in shaping India’s scientific community, as discussed by Chatterjee in 

the essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha’? 

A.Bhabha played a pivotal role in establishing India’s scientific community by founding the Tata Institute 

of Fundamental Research (TIFR) and advocating for scientific education. Chatterjee emphasizes his 

leadership and vision in creating an environment that encouraged research and innovation, positioning 

India as a significant player in global scientific discourse. 

 

2.How does Chatterjee present Bhabha’s impact on the field of nuclear physics and his 

contributions to India’s atomic energy program? 

A Chatterjee presents Bhabha as a visionary leader in nuclear physics, highlighting his instrumental role 

in initiating India’s atomic energy program. His work laid the foundation for nuclear research in India, 

leading to advancements in energy production and establishing a robust infrastructure for scientific 

inquiry in the field. 

 

3.What implications does Chatterjee draw from Bhabha’s work for future scholarship and research 

in the essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha’? 

A Chatterjee implies that Bhabha’s work sets a precedent for future scholarship by demonstrating the 

importance of interdisciplinary research and collaboration. His emphasis on integrating science with 

national development encourages upcoming scholars to pursue innovative research that addresses 

contemporary challenges while fostering a culture of inquiry. 

 

4.According to the essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha,’ what are some key concepts or theories 

developed by Homi Bhabha? 

A Some key concepts developed by Bhabha include the theory of electron scattering and the significance 

of cosmic rays in understanding atomic structure. He also contributed to the concept of nuclear reactions, 

which laid the groundwork for further advancements in nuclear physics and atomic energy. 

 

5.What are some examples provided in the essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha’ to illustrate Bhabha’s 

theoretical frameworks in practice? 

A Chatterjee provides examples of Bhabha’s theoretical frameworks through his work on the construction 

of atomic reactors and participation in international conferences. His collaboration with global scientists 

facilitated practical applications of his theories, such as the development of the Indian nuclear program, 

which showcased the real-world impact of his research and ideas. 

 

Answer the following questions in about 200 words. 

1.What are some examples of Bhabha’s international collaborations and connections mentioned by 

Chatterjee in the essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha’? 



A Chatterjee highlights several notable international collaborations and connections established by Homi 

Bhabha. Notably, he worked closely with the European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN), 

where he interacted with leading physicists and contributed to global discussions on nuclear physics. 

Additionally, Bhabha maintained professional ties with prominent scientists, such as Enrico Fermi and 

Niels Bohr, which facilitated knowledge exchange and influenced India’s scientific community. His 

participation in international conferences and his role in founding the International Atomic Energy 

Agency (IAEA) underscore his commitment to global scientific cooperation. These connections not only 

enhanced his research but also positioned India as an emerging player in the global scientific landscape, 

demonstrating Bhabha’s ability to bridge national and international scientific efforts. 

 

2.According to Chatterjee, how did Bhabha’s vision and leadership influence the development of 

scientific research in India? 

A Chatterjee articulates that Homi Bhabha’s vision and leadership were instrumental in transforming 

India’s scientific landscape. His foresight led to the establishment of the Tata Institute of Fundamental 

Research (TIFR), which became a hub for advanced research and innovation in various scientific fields. 

Bhabha championed the importance of nuclear science and technology for national development, 

advocating for government support and funding for research initiatives. His ability to inspire young 

scientists and foster collaboration between different disciplines cultivated an environment of inquiry and 

excellence. Under his leadership, India’s scientific community gained international recognition, marking a 

significant shift from colonial-era scientific practices to a more self-reliant and forward-thinking 

approach. Bhabha’s influence thus laid the groundwork for India’s future achievements in science and 

technology. 

 

3.In what ways does Chatterjee emphasise Bhabha’s legacy and lasting influence on science and 

society in the essay ‘Homi Jehangir Bhabha’? 

A In her essay, Chatterjee emphasizes Homi Bhabha’s legacy by highlighting his multifaceted 

contributions to both science and society. She portrays him as a visionary who not only advanced nuclear 

physics but also established a framework for scientific research that integrated technology with national 

development. Bhabha’s commitment to education and mentorship is evident in his establishment of 

institutions that continue to shape future generations of scientists. Furthermore, Chatterjee points out that 

Bhabha’s ideals of scientific inquiry and independence resonate with contemporary issues, underscoring 

the ongoing relevance of his work in today’s context. She discusses how Bhabha’s leadership fostered a 

culture of research in India, inspiring future scientists to pursue innovative and socially responsible 

science. His vision for a scientifically advanced India remains a guiding principle, influencing policies 

and educational frameworks in the country. Thus, Chatterjee effectively illustrates that Bhabha’s 

contributions extend beyond his lifetime, leaving an indelible mark on India’s scientific community and 

societal progress. 

 

GRAMMAR 

FORMAL AND INFORMAL VOCABULARY 

Formal Vocabulary 

Definition: A type of language that is sophisticated, structured, and used in professional or academic 

settings. It avoids colloquialisms or slang. 

Examples: 

1. Request (instead of "ask"): "I would like to request a meeting." 

2. Assist (instead of "help"): "Can you assist me with this project?" 

Informal Vocabulary 



Definition: A type of language that is casual and used in everyday conversation. It often includes slang 

and idiomatic expressions. 

Examples: 

1. Kids (instead of "children"): "The kids are playing outside." 

2. Gonna (instead of "going to"): "I'm gonna go to the store." 

 

 

EXERCISE 

Identify formal and informal sentences: 

  1.Formal: "The study examined the health effects of passive smoking." 

       Informal: "The study checked out the health effects of passive smoking." 

     2.Formal: "I went to Canada last month. I have several things to tell you. 

      Informal: "I went to Canada last month. Lots to tell you." 

    3.Formal: "The beggar whom I met in Abids was a millionaire." 

      Informal: "The beggar I met in Abids was a millionaire." 

 

Identify the formal or informal words. 

1. after 2. as a result3. in addition 4. Moreover 5. though 6. consequently 7. nevertheless 8. anyway 

9. but 10. Besides  

Formal Words: 

Consequently, Nevertheless, Moreover, In addition, Though  

2. Informal Words: 

after, As a result, Anyway, But, Besides 

 

Write the informal equivalent to the formal words given below. 

However is But 

 In addition is Also 

Moreover is Plus 

 Furthermore is And 

therefore is so. 

 Discuss is Talk about 

 I wish to is I want to 

Issue is Problem 

 Remove is Take away 

 I will contact is I'll get in touch 

 

Write the formal equivalent to the informal words given below 

1. Start – Commence 

2. End – Conclude 

3. Try – Attempt 

4. Wrong – Incorrect 

5. In the end – Ultimately 

6. Cheap – Inexpensive 

7. Find out – Discover 

8. Look at – Examine 

9. Make up – Fabricate 

10. OK – Acceptable 



Identify the underlined word as formal or informal and use it in your own sentences.  

1. I saw kids were playing in the garden.  

2. I believe that Karuna can't come, writes only novels.  

3. The results of the study were mixed up.  

4. The patient recovered from his illness.  

5. It was raining cats and dogs.  

6. She says I will get some info about your college.  

7. We have a limited budget. 

 8. The story was not real. It was made up. 

9. The President started his speech.  

10. The documentary concerns a woman who goes to China. 

Answers 

1. Kids (informal) 

Sentence: The kids were laughing and playing all afternoon. 

2. Novels (formal) 

Sentence: She has written several novels that explore complex human emotions. 

3. Mixed up (informal) 

Sentence: The papers got mixed up, so I had to organize them again. 

4. Recovered (formal) 

Sentence: After several weeks of rest, she fully recovered from the surgery. 

5. Raining cats and dogs (informal) 

Sentence: It was raining cats and dogs, so we stayed indoors all day. 

6. Info (informal) 

Sentence: Can you give me some more info on the new project? 

7. Budget (formal) 

Sentence: The team had to adjust the project plans due to a tight budget. 

8. Real (informal) 

Sentence: His excitement felt so real that it was contagious. 

9. Started (informal) 

Sentence: The meeting started promptly at 9 a.m. 

10. Concerns (formal) 

Sentence: The issue concerns both the management and the employees. 

 

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate word as per the context. 

1 He checked his mobile for any messages. (checked / verified) 

2 We will start building work in August. (start / commence) 

3 Every individual has rights which should be respected. (individual / person) 

4 There are numerous mistakes in your text. (numerous / many) 

5 We must utilise all the resources we have. (use / utilise) 

6 Everyone was disappointed. (disappointed / bummed) 

7 It was something the protestors could endure. (endure / put up with) 

8 The company was going bankrupt so they changed the manager. (so / therefore) 

9 They needed assistance while recovering from the hurricane. (assistance / help) 

10 I want to pass my English exam. (wanna / want to) 

 

Basics of project report writing 



Comprehensive Overview: A project report should include an overview of the goals, scope, methods, 

developments, conclusions, and results of the project. 

 Documentation: It acts as a formal record of the project, documenting the work completed and 

communicating with sponsors and stakeholders. 

 Evaluation Tool: Project reports are essential for evaluating the efficacy and success of a project across 

various fields, including business and academia. 

 Performance Assessment: They are critical for assessing project performance and can help inform 

future initiatives by sharing lessons learned. 

 Organizational Tools: Various tools and approaches (top-down, bottom-up, structured) can be utilized to 

compile project reports effectively. 

 Structured Approach: A structured approach to project management is often the most reliable method 

for ensuring project success. 

 Modular Breakdown: Projects should be broken down into manageable modules, each with specific 

goals and inputs, to ensure clarity and focus. 

 Time Management: Establishing a project timeline with deadlines for significant tasks is crucial for 

timely completion. 

 Team Collaboration: Engaging in multidisciplinary projects can enhance learning and result in diverse 

insights. 

 Clear Roles: Clearly define the roles and responsibilities of team members, including the project leader. 

 Setting Objectives: Frame measurable objectives to monitor progress and evaluate task completion 

effectively. 

Contingency Planning: When setting deadlines, account for potential contingencies to stay on track. 

Guidance and Support: The project leader should provide guidance and ensure team members have 

access to necessary resources. 

Data Collection: Collecting authentic and diverse data is vital for accuracy and credibility in the report.   

Supporting Evidence: Cite relevant case studies, interviews, and sources to support findings and 

conclusions in the report. 

 

 

CRITICAL READING 

Knowledge Its Own End (excerpt) 

John Henry Newman 

 

Interconnected Knowledge: Newman emphasizes that all branches of knowledge are interconnected, 

forming a cohesive whole rather than isolated disciplines. 

Utility in Education: He explores the concept of utility in education, questioning how the teaching at a 

university carries the attribute of usefulness to its students. 

Unity of Sciences: Newman argues that the sciences share an intimate connection, influencing each other 

and requiring comparison and adjustment to attain truth. 

Balance in Education: He warns against giving undue prominence to any single branch of knowledge, as 

this disrupts the harmony and balance among the sciences. 

Enlarged Range of Studies: A university's broad range of studies benefits students, even if they cannot 

pursue every subject, as it exposes them to the full circle of knowledge. 

Intellectual Environment: The presence of diverse scholars fosters a collaborative intellectual 

environment, promoting respect and cooperation among different fields of study. 

Independent Intellectual Tradition: Students gain from an intellectual tradition that transcends 

individual teachers, guiding their choices and interpretations in their studies. 



 Understanding of Knowledge: Students learn to appreciate the overall structure of knowledge, 

including its principles, major points, and finer details. 

Liberal Education: The outcome of a university education is described as "liberal," cultivating a lifelong 

habit of mind characterized by freedom, calmness, moderation, and wisdom. 

Philosophical Habit: Newman defines the special fruit of university education as fostering a 

philosophical habit that enables students to think critically and reflectively throughout their lives. 

 


